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Ar.r Act ro rnovIDE MEAs"t REs roIRE'I4ENT TgE CoNmsIoN oF
ERSONSBEI,ONGIh1GTO ONEREUGI@{rcENOiM.RgrcOIgT M
T]SE CIFFRG, AILUREMEI.IT ORIYIRAIIDI]i-EI'ITMEA}'IS; AtplROi[lE

FOR b,IATIERS CON]iIEC:IE) TEBESTIE OR INSDENXAL ?EEREIO:

WHEREAS, BudrThism is thereligionprofessea andpractised ltco-l'tg.
by the majority of people of Sri Lan]ra' Bqddhism was .
introduced to Sri Lanka by.the.Feat Tathagatha,.the.'
Sambucldha durirg his visit to Matriyaagara, iD Sri La-uka'
in theEight Month after.he had attained Budrlhahood and it
come to complete.realisation aAetthe arrival of Arahat
Ma'hinda Thero il the 3rd Century B.C :

AND WIIEREAS 'ihe State has a duty to protect.and foster the
Buddha Sasanai^,hilst assrring to all otherreligiols therights
guaranteed by Ar'Licle 10 and la(i) (e) of the. Co::stitution of
the Republic of th= D emocratic -\ o cialist Republic Sri Lsnlia :

AliD WHEREAS the botii Buddhists and other religious are '.

novr faced wirb a serious tliieat from forcible corrrersious aad
prosilytizing by force, alluremeni or by frauduleut meals.:

NOW TIIEREFORE, BE it enacted by the Parliauient of the
' 20 De.mocratic SocialistReputlic of-Sti 1qI" "r=foloTt t , 

t'.

1' This Act may be citea as the hohibitioa 6f Forqille stort qtre'
ConversionofReligion Act,No. of 2008. | ,r

2. (1) No person shall, either directly or ildirectly, 'Forcib.le
convert or attempt to cowert aty person professing one llllsign
religion to aaother religion by the use of for.ce, by allurement De uregal-

or by any fraudulent means.

(2) No person shall aid or abet the comm.ission of any act
prohibited by subsection (1).
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2 Prohibition of Forcible Coruenion of .
Rel igion. ' " '

3. 'Whoever 
coDtravenes the provisions of section 2

tshalt be guilty of au offence and on conviction afts' snmmary
tial before a Magistrate'be liable to be punished with
imprisonmeut for a tefm not exceedbg five years aid alsp be
liable to a f:re not exceedilg *p"es *" hr.:ndred and fifty
thousand : .

Provided that whbever commits any of the acts specified
insection2 ilrelation to aminor a woulanor apersonrefer€d
to in the Schedule beretd, shall on conviction after summary
riai before a Magistrate be punished with imprisonment for
a term not exceediTg seve! years and aiso be liable to a fine
as1 sxgssd.ing rupees five huadred thousand.

4. Proceedings for the prbsecutioa of an offence uader
this Act shall be trtit tt-a io t"t*r of Section 136 of th9
Code of Criminal Procpdure Act, No. lS..of i979, upog a
complaint made to the Police. The prior nritten sanction.of
the Attorney Geueral should be obtained for the.instihrtion

.Offences.
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of proceedings under theAct.

25 5. Iatheeveutofaryinconsisi"o"yU"t*u"nthesinhala'Sntatit.tto i
aad Tamil terts of this Acr, rbe Sinhala tuct slallprevail. 

LT}* 
t

iacciusistency.

6. Ia this Act, unless the context q-ther..wise requires + 
'Ialcrpietatior-

*allurement" 
meais thb offer.of-aly temptationiol tr"

PurPose of convertiqg- a per.so.4 professing one
rcligicin to another ieligion, in $e,loIm 

gf . 
.

(i) any glft o. r gratificatioa wUpther in cash oi
, .  ' k ind ;  

,

(ii) a grant of any naterial benefit, .wletlieS

, moDetary or otherwise ;

(iii) the grant of emplo)'ment or grant ofpromotiou
i-,r ai-ly empioymeli presenriy engaged i-n;

"convert" means to make one pe,rson to r.eDounce ote
religiou and profess another religio' ;
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'Torce" rneErns a show of force and includis a threat of . r'

harm or injury of aay kind or tbreat of religgus
disgrace or coademlation qf any religiou or
religious faith for the purpose of converting a
Person from one religlon to alother religion ; , , ,:. :

'  ' '  ' i ' ; ' + ' - - -

"&audulenf' meals any wilful misinterprretatioa oi aay 
' .:'i +,*,

other fraudulent ionEivance r:sed for the purpose. ,. ^t i:.
of converting aperson from onereligion to another I . '::',: . :..
rel ig ion; 

.  - .  
, ,

"nainot'' Eears a person uader eigbteen years of hge. '

SCEEDT'LE

I. Persols classifreC as sa.murdi beaeficiaries .
2. Prison inrates
3, lnmaies of reb-a'b:lilauon cetres
4. rnmhtes of deienrio! csnEes
I Physically o; ueata1ly disabled persotrs
6. Euployees of a:: organiiation
7. Members of tbe cr;d forces or police foree
8.. studetrts :.: 

' . ..i
9- Tnfrares of hospiteJs aad" or places of hbalilg

10. Innates of refugce camps :. .. .. .. . ... ;
. '  . . ' ; ,


